[Cooperative trials of the Council of Mutual Economic Aid countries on chemoradiotherapy of lung cancer].
The paper is concerned with a comparative analysis of the immediate and short-term results of chemo- and radiotherapy of 174 patients with well differentiated inoperable lung cancer. The data were presented by the participants of the CMEA cooperative trial (the Hungarian People's Republic, the USSR and the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic over the period of 1976-1980). In the course of a randomized study radiotherapy (at a summary dose of 60 Gy) was given to 98 patients, chemotherapy to 76 (methotrexate and 5-fluorouracil). Comparative analysis has shown that the use of adjuvant chemotherapy tends to improve an immediate therapeutic effect. In well differentiated squamous cell carcinoma, a marked positive effect was obtained in 48.6% of the patients as compared to 31.2% in radiotherapy alone. However, judging by the survival rates such differences in favor of chemotherapy were not revealed. After conservative treatment (radio- and chemotherapy) of patients with differentiated lung cancer in the inoperable stage 55.7% survived for 1, 17.27% for 5, 8.55% for 3 yrs. Direct correlation between the immediate effect of radio- and chemotherapy and the survival of the patients was revealed. Of 67 patients with a marked immediate effect 49 (73.1%) lived over 1 year, 8 out of 9 patients lived for 3 yrs.